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Julia accepted the situation, and endeavoured to control and
direct the behaviour of her elder son. We are told that he had been
tractable as a boy, but he was not now easily advised. Though he
was only twenty-five years of age when his father died, he had
already been Augustus for thirteen years, and this premature
possession of power had nourished a despotic temper which a
natural shrewdness and a sharp tongue made the more formidable*
After the murder of Geta his degeneration was rapid. Along with
cruelty and duplicity he had inherited, in an exaggerated form, the
religiosity of his family, and the consciousness of his unnatural act
afflicted him with superstitious terrors, which drove him to have
recourse to dubious sophists, whose prescriptions encouraged
an addiction to magical practices. Ill health contributed to
the nervous apprehension in which he lived. His mind became
unbalanced. His habitual mood of sullen and suspicious morose-
ness would sharpen into a craving for bloodshed which the slaughter
of the arena could not appease and which would drive him into a
homicidal fury in which revengefulness appears to have been con-
fusedly combined with religious and moral motives. From a
megalomania in which he saw himself as another Achilles or
Alexander the Great he would fall into a childish preoccupation
with trifles which held up the course of ordinary business.
It was fortunate that his interest in government was fitful, and
that he was inclined to leave practical matters to his mother or to
his council1. The council continued to direct government ac-
cording to the principles in which its members had been trained
under Septimius Severus. Western Hispania Citerior, including the
headquarters of the legion VII Gemina at Leon, appears to have
been made a separate province2. It was probably also before the
end of Caracalla's reign that a consular was appointed, virtually as
governor, ad corrigendum statum Italiae^^ and if the office was still a
temporary one for which occasion had been given by the preva-
lence of brigandage, it anticipated the regular institution of the
correctura) and therefore marked an important stage in the assimi-
lation of Italy to a province. In continuing the levelling policy of
Severus the council would meet with no opposition from Caracalla,
who himself reproduced the paternal type as in a distorted mould4.
The father's dislike of the Senate showed in the son as an open
contempt He affected the blunt speech as well as the dress and
1  Caracalla's dependence upon those about him may explain the emer-
gence about this time of the freedman remembrancer of the palace as an
equestrian maghter with an officium.  Cf. P.W. s.v. Scrinium, col 897 sq,
2  Dessau 1157$ M- Marchetti, Z>&. epig. s.v. Hispania, p, 807*0.
* Dessau 1159.                                          * Eutropius vm, 20.